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individuals. Offenders choose to commit the 
crime and must be punished. In order for a sys-
tem operating under this perspective to func-
tion properly, effective law enforcement, long 
sentences, and strict mandatory punishment 
(especially the use of prison time) are required. 
This expensive and punitive perspective of the 
criminal justice system is currently in vogue 
and has resulted in part in the enormous 
growth of individuals under the supervision 
of the criminal justice system. This growth 
occurred until recently despite documented 
declines in violent and property offending 
that started in the early to mid-1990s.

Research indicates that, while popular, in 
practice the crime control model is not effec-
tive, efficient, or economically sound. About 
two thirds of all offenders commit additional 
crimes even after being punished. Recidivism 
rates this high indicate a level of ineffectiveness 

in terms of deterring future criminal behavior. Furthermore, the implementation of longer and 
tougher sentences coupled with high rates of recidivism often results in families being torn apart. 
Children are raised in an environment of less (or no) supervision, and spouses left behind must 
frequently turn to public assistance (i.e., your tax dollars) to survive. This approach has fueled an 
increase in prison construction at great financial and social expense. Also, more law enforcement 
officers and criminal justice workers are being hired, resulting in further increased costs.

Rehabilitation
Another perspective holds that the purpose of the criminal justice system is to rehabilitate 

offenders. This rehabilitative perspective asserts that the role of the criminal justice system is 
to care for and treat people who cannot take care of themselves. The rehabilitative perspective 
is based on the notion that offending is the result of blocked opportunities such as employment 
(and no money), inadequate education, lack of transportation, and poor adult role models. In 
essence, those who commit crime are victims of social inequality. Many people believe that when 
individuals are provided with the opportunity to achieve and support themselves through legiti-
mate means, they will do so and avoid the consequences of committing crime. This perspective is 
based on the underlying belief that people commit crime because it is their only option.

Based on this concept, the role of the criminal justice system is to provide individuals with 
the means to improve their lives through education, training, and social skills. With these nec-
essary tools, individuals can support themselves in legitimate ways once released. The rehabili-
tative perspective also comes with a large price tag. Offender education and rehabilitation are 
costly. Some experts, however, argue that the price in terms of money and damage by offending 
is even greater if we allow those least able to survive to continue their deviant and offending 
ways. Society can pay now in terms of offering skills, or pay later in terms of incarceration.

Due Process
The due process perspective focuses on the criminal justice system’s purpose of ensuring 

that all people accused of crimes are treated fairly and equally. The basis of the due process per-
spective is found in the U.S. Constitution. Specifically, the Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments 
speak to each citizen’s right to due process in the administration of justice. The due process 
clauses exist to protect citizens accused of crimes from capricious detainment and denial of 
freedom, inequitable use of capital punishment, and/or the taking of property by the gov-
ernment as a result of a criminal or civil proceeding. Everyone accused of a crime should be 
treated equitably by law enforcement, the courts, and corrections. This perspective means that 

Is it possible to both rehabilitate and punish offenders for unlawful behavior? 

Or are these two goals diametrically opposed? What policies would you 

implement to both punish and rehabilitate offenders?
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rehabilitative 
perspective: A view 
that the purpose of the 
criminal justice system is 
to rehabilitate offenders.

due process 
perspective: A perspective 
that views the role of the 
criminal justice system 
to be to ensure that all 
people accused of crimes 
are treated fairly and 
equally in the system.


